
Listening for the Questions: A Lenten Journey with Jesus 
 

During his three years of ministry, Jesus asked many more questions than he answered. To be 
precise, the Gospels record him asking 307 different questions while answering just three. Did 
you realize that? He was asked 183 questions and answered only three!  

Judging by the pattern we find in the life of Christ, we might draw two conclusions:  

The questions we bring to God must not be as helpful as the questions God has for us.  

Although we often come to the Bible searching for answers, God may be more interested in 
providing us with provocative questions.  

In our Lenten series, we will try to trust God’s design: 
instead of simply looking for the answers, we will be 
Listening for the Questions. 

We’re going to expect those questions to evoke 
wonder and provoke curiosity.  

We’re going to have faith that Christ’s questions will 
help us discover what’s most important. 

We’re going to rely on the Holy Spirit to aid us in our 
listening and to lead us into all God has for us. 

To accompany the questions highlighted in the sermons, we are offering you this packet, which 
contains 40 questions from Jesus—one for each of the 40 days of Lent.  

 

Instructions 

For each day, we invite you to bring the question and its context into a time of prayer, 
contemplation, and wonder. Some questions that seem straightforward are actually quite 
provocative. For instance, consider the first question, “What do you want?” (John 1:38) This is a 
straightforward question asked by Jesus of the first followers. Since it is asked in John 1, it is 
asked of every reader who ventures into the story of Jesus as captured in the Gospel of John. It is 
no mere coincidence that the question returns at the end of the Gospel: “Who is it you 
want?” (John 18:4, 18:7, and 20:15) The question is worthy of contemplation and wonder. 

For some, it may be enough to open your Bible, read the question, and then sit in silent 
contemplation with God. But for those who are willing, we would like to challenge you to 
embrace the discipline of journaling. Journaling allows us to externalize all that is rumbling 
within us. Externalization is vital for growth. What if you allowed each of these 40 questions to 
act as a journal prompt? What might God do in and through you? 



Questions Jesus Asked/Asks 
All phrasing from the NIV 

 

 Date Question Context 

 We 3/2 What do you want? John 1:35-42 

 Th 3/3 
I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; 

how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 
John 3:1-14 

 Fr 3/4 Will you give me a drink? John 4:1-26 

 Sa 3/5 Do you want to get well? John 5:1-15 

 
 

 Mo 3/7 Does this offend you? John 6:52-61 

 Tu 3/8 You do not want to leave too, do you? John 6:60-69 

 We 3/9 Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you? John 7:53-8:11 

 Th 3/10 
Did I not tell you that if you believed, 

you would see the glory of God? 
John 11:1-44 

 Fr 3/11 Do you understand what I have done for you? John 13:1-17 

 Sa 3/12 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?   

Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me? 
John 14:5-14 

 
 

 Mo 3/14 
Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, 

‘in a little while you will see me no more, and then 
after a little while you will see me’? 

John 16:16-33 

 Tu 3/15 Do you love me? John 21:15-19 

 We 3/16 
Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye 

and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 
Mt. 7:1-5 



 Th 3/17 
If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask him? 

Mt. 7:7-12 

 Fr 3/18 Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?   Luke 5:17-26 

 Sa 3/19 Do you believe that I am able to do this? Mt. 9:27-34 

 
 

 Mo 3/21 How much more valuable is a man than a sheep? Mt. 12:1-14 

 Tu 3/22 You of little faith, why did you doubt? Mt. 14:22-36 

 We 3/23 
Who do the crowds say I am? 

But what about you? Who do you say I am? 
Luke 9:18-20 

 Th 3/24 
What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet 

forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 
Mt. 16:21-28 

 Fr 3/25 
What do you think?  If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of 
them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills 

and go look for the one that wandered off? 
Mt. 18:1-14 

 Sa 3/26 
Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, 

to save life or to kill? 
Mark 3:1-6 

 
 

 Mo 3/28 
Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? 

Instead, don’t you put it on its stand? 
Mark 4:21-23 

 Tu 3/29 
What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, 
or what parable shall we use to describe it? 

Mark 4:30-34 

 We 3/30 Why are you so afraid? Do you still have not faith? Mark 4:35-41 

 Th 3/31 Who touched me? Luke 8:40-56 

 Fr 4/1 
Are you so dull? Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man 

from the outside can make him ‘unclean’? 
Mark 7:1-23 



 Sa 4/2 
Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see 
or understand?  Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but 

fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? 
Mark 8:14-21 

 

 Mo 4/4 What were you arguing about on the road? Mark 9:30-37 

 Tu 4/5 Why do you call me good? Mark 10:17-31 

 We 4/6 
What do you want me to do for you? Can you drink the cup I 

drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with? 
Mark 10:35-45 

 Th 4/7 Now which of them will love him more? Luke 7:36-50 

 Fr 4/8 
Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man 

who fell into the hands of the robbers? 
Luke 10:25-37 

 Sa 4/9 
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 

Since you cannot do this very little thing, 
why do you worry about the rest? 

Luke 12:22-34 

 
 

 Mo 4/11 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? Luke 12:49-53 

 Tu 4/12 
Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, 
who Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, 

be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her? 
Luke 13:10-17 

 We 4/13 
Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house 

and search carefully until she finds it? 
Luke 15:1-10 

 Th 4/14 
Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one 

found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner? 
Luke 17-11-19 

 Fr 4/15 What do you want me to do for you? Luke 18:35-43 

 Sa 4/16 
For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who 

serves? Is it not the one who is at the table?  
Luke 22:24-30 

  


