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Biblical Literacy 
Session 2 — Metanarratives 

 
What is a metanarrative? 

● When talking about the Bible, a metanarrative is an overarching story that stretches the 
length of the scriptures (or at the very least, stretches across wide swaths of the scriptures) 

● A metanarrative is a grand narrative running throughout a text that helps reveal the 
story’s ultimate meaning or purpose.  

The Bible is replete with metanarratives. We should not only learn to recognize them, but also 
learn to live by the lessons contained therein. What do we draw from these metanarratives??? 
 

THE BREATH OF GOD 
● Genesis 2:7 — Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

● Exodus 3:14 — God’s name (YHWH) is said to reflect the sound of breathing 

● Ezekiel 37:1-14 — The Valley of the Dry Bones, including “Prophesy to the breath; … So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them … 

● Psalm 150:6 — Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  

● John 20:19-22 — 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. … 

● Revelation 11:1-12 — after the three and a half days the breath of life from God entered 
them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them 

 

A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS 

    God’s people are a light to the nations 

● Isaiah 42:6 — “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness. I will keep you and will 
make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles,  

○ Also mentioned in Isaiah 49:6 — I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my 
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”  

○ This is repeated by Simeon at the presentation of Jesus in Luke 2:32 and applied to all the 
followers of Jesus in Acts 13:47. 

● Isaiah 60:3 — Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn 

    Jesus is the light of the world: 

● John 8:12 — When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
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● Acts 26:23 — the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would 
bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles. 

    We are the light of the world: 

● Matthew 5:14-16 — “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bushel basket. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 

● Acts 13:47 — For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you a light for 
the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

● 2 Cor. 4:6 — For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine 
in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of 
Christ. 

● Philippians 2:14ff — Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may 
become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked 
generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly 
to the word of life. 

 

HOSPITALITY  
● Exodus 22:21 — Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner, for you were foreigners in Egypt 

○ Leviticus 19:34 is similar: The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your 
native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your 
God.  

○ And so is Deuteronomy 10:19 — And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in Egypt. 

● Jeremiah 7:5-7 — If you really change your ways & your actions & deal with each other 
justly, 6 if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow & do not shed 
innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm, 
7 then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your ancestors for ever & ever 

● Ezekiel 47:22 — You are to allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the 
foreigners residing among you and who have children. You are to consider them as 
native-born Israelites; along with you they are to be allotted an inheritance among the 
tribes of Israel. 

● Matthew 5:44-48 — If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not 
even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are 
you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?  

● Matthew 25:31-46 — For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed 
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clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’ 

● Luke 14:12-14 — “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your 
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; … 13 But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. 

● Hebrews 13:1-3 — Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it. (See also Rom. 12:13) 

● 1 Peter 4:9 — Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
 

VINE/VINEYARD 
● Genesis 9:20 — Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard. 

● Isaiah 5:1-7 — The Song of the Vineyard — I will sing for the one I love a song about 
his vineyard: … he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. (See 
also Isa. 27:2-11, Jer. 12:5-13, Ez. 19:10-14) 

● Hosea 10:1-2 — Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. As his 
fruit increased, he built more altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his sacred stones. 
2 Their heart is deceitful, and now they must bear their guilt. The Lord will demolish 
their altars and destroy their sacred stones. (also, vv. 12-13) 

● Matthew 20:1-16 – The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard — For the kingdom of 
heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his 
vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his 
vineyard. … 16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” (See also the Parable of 
the Tenants Mt. 21:33-46 … also in Mark & Luke) 

● John 15:1-17 — I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener … (Not unrelated to 
Mary Magdalene at the empty tomb in John 20: Thinking he was the gardener, she …) 

 

HEART/INTERNAL MOTIVATION 
● About a billion times, we are commanded to love God with all our heart. 

● Matthew 15:8 — These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
— Jesus quoting from Isaiah 29:13 (and similar in Jeremiah 12:2) 

● Many texts about “circumcision of the heart”  

○ Deuteronomy 10:12-22 — Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-
necked any longer. 

○ Deuteronomy 30:1-10 — The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts 
of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, 
and live  
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○ Jeremiah 4:3-4 — Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, circumcise your hearts,  

○ Romans 2:25-29 — circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
written code 

● 1 Samuel 13:14, Jeremiah 3:15, Acts 13:22 — “a man after God’s own heart” 

● Deuteronomy 6:6; Proverbs 3:3; Proverbs 7:3; Jeremiah 17:1; Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 
36:26; 2 Cor 3:3; — God’s law is to be written on their hearts 

● Jeremiah 24:7 — I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord. They will be 
my people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart. 

● Matthew 6:21 — For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also 

● Exodus mentions Pharoah’s heart being “hard” or “hardened” 19 times. And when 
Jesus encounters various people, it says their hearts are stubborn or hardened (Mark 3:5, 
6:52, 8:17, etc and Acts 7:51 & 28:27) 

● God, in Jesus & through the Spirit, purifies our hearts — Acts 15:8-9 - he purified 
their hearts by faith. Romans 5:5, Eph. 1:18, 3:17, 2 Thess. 3:5 

 

OTHER PROMINENT THEMES 
● Shepherd (and Sheep) — 2 Sam 5:2, Isaiah 40:11, Jer. 50:6, Ezekiel 34:1-31, Ezekiel 34:23, 

Micah 5:2, John 10:1-18, including 11 & 14, Hebrews 13:20, 1 Peter 5:4, Revelation 7:17 

● Creation à New Creation — The whole book of John, esp. John 1 & John 21. Isaiah 
65:17-25, Isaiah 41:22, 43:19, 66:22, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 2 Peter 3:13, Rev. 21:1&5 

● The City of God — Genesis 4:16-17; Psalm 55:9-11; Hebrews 11:8-16 (esp. v.10 & v.16); 
Hebrews 13:14; Hebrews 12:22-24; Revelation 21:2 (and 21:9-27) 

AND STILL MORE … 
○ Brokenness Leading to Dependence  
○ Unmerited Favor 
○ Announcing the Kingdom (Our God Reigns!) 
○ Creation → fall → redemption → restoration 
○ Heaven & Earth as One (OR earth filled with heaven) 
○ Remembering not to forget 

TO BE DONE IN GROUPS 
● Bringing Life to the Lifeless (Fertility to the Barren) 

● Choosing the unlikely (God’s will being worked out through the “unlikely”) 

● Exodus → new Exodus (include all the themes) 

● Covenant (God’s promises to/with God’s people) 

● Relationship between God and God’s people as husband/bride. 

● God with us (Immanuel & all the promises that "I will be with you”) 


